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National Aboriginal Role Models Announced

OTTAWA —The National Aboriginal Health Organization (NAHO) today announced its first
national Aboriginal role models during the National Aboriginal Day celebrations in Ottawa. The
youth role models were nominated and selected by their peers from Aboriginal communities
across Canada.

“These First Nations, Inuit, and Métis youth represent communities from coast to coast to coast.
They have had a positive influence on their peers and their communities,” says Bernice Downey,
Executive Director of NAHO. “They include students, athletes, and volunteers. They are all
working hard to achieve their dreams.”

The role models are Aboriginal youth between the ages of 13 and 30. They were nominated by
youth in their communities. A working group made up of Aboriginal youth selected the role
models.

“There was an incredible response to the program,” says Downey. “We were impressed by the
number of outstanding nominees. All of them live up to the ideal of leading healthy and positive
lives. The slogan of the program is ‘Lead Your Way!’ and these young people are doing just
that. I know they will inspire other Aboriginal youth to do the same and reach for their goals.”

Posters and trading cards of the 12 role models will be sent to Aboriginal schools across Canada.
The role models will visit Aboriginal communities throughout the year. They will attend
community celebrations and visit schools to talk about their experiences.

“The ‘Lead Your Way!” program wants to celebrate and share young people’s successes with

other Aboriginal youth,” says Jordin Tootoo, National Aboriginal Role Model Program
spokesperson. Tootoo is the first Inuk to play in the National Hockey League.
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The first six national Aboriginal role models for 2004 are:
e Jaime Y. Battiste from Eskasoni, Nova Scotia
e Thomas I. Edwards from Winnipeg, Manitoba
e (Cara Ann Chamerlain from Guelph, Ontario
e Fauna L. Kingdon from Iqaluit, Nunavut
e Jaime L. Koebel from Ottawa, Ontario

e Levi C. McAteer from Manning, Alberta

The remaining 2004 Aboriginal role models will be announced this November at the NAHO
national conference in Winnipeg.

The National Aboriginal Health Organization is an Aboriginal-designed and -controlled body
that works to influence and advance the health and well-being of Aboriginal Peoples through
knowledge-based strategies.
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For media inquiries, contact:

Jane-Diane Fraser, Junior Communications Officer, NAHO
Toll-free: 1-877-602-4445 ext. 500; Direct: (613) 233-1543 ext. 500
E-mail: jdfraser(@naho.ca

For more information, visit:
www.naho.ca/rolemodel



