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What is Research? 

Research is a planned, organized, careful search 
for information to answer a question. There are 
many kinds of research going on all the time in 
the world. 

There are a few kinds of research that happen 
often in the Arctic:  

ĎĎ  Physical research ς studying the air, land, 
water, etc.  

ĎĎ  Biological research ς studying animals, plants, 
fish, etc.  

ĎĎ  Social research ς studying people, how they 
behave, how they live, etc.  

ĎĎ  Health research ς studying what makes 
people sick, how people stay well, etc.   

The fact sheets in this series focus on research 
ethics and research that directly involves 
individuals in our communities.  

Research in the Arctic  

Inuit communities in Canada have 
seen many researchers come and 
go. In the past, Inuit have been at 
times subject to bad research 
practices and have often wondered 
what happened to the information 
they provided to researchers.  

Since the late 1990s, several Canadian research 
organizations and programs have been created. 
Some have a focus on the Arctic, including 
ArcticNet, the Northern Contaminants Program 
(NCP) and the Network Environments for 
Aboriginal Health Research (NEAHR).  

Many researchers and organizations worked on 
identifying how the negative experiences from 
the past can be avoided. They also looked at 
how researchers can be best guided so that 
research practices respect people's dignity as 
understood by both participants and 
researchers.  
 

Guidelines and rules for researchers are part of 
the solution. Understanding research, 
researchers and the rights of research 
participants is a very good way to make sure 
research works for individuals and the 
community.  

Researchers ñ Who are They? 

Research and its results can be important and 
valuable both to communities and to 
researchers. 

Research and Researchers 
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Today, researchers follow guidelines 
to make sure their work is 
honourable and respectful (ethical).  


