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NAHO to coordinate the
Aboriginal Children’s Circle of Early Learning Web Site

OTTAWA, ON — The National Aboriginal Health Organization (NAHO) welcomed the
opportunity to coordinate the Aboriginal Children’s Circle of Early Learning (ACCEL) by
launching a re-vamped version of the Web site today.

“With a young and growing First Nations, Inuit and Métis population, investments in children
are of the utmost importance,” says NAHO Chief Executive Officer Dr. Paulette C. Tremblay.

“We know from the 2006 Aboriginal Children’s Survey that off-reserve First Nations, Inuit and
Meétis children under six represent five per cent of children under six in Canada. The ACCEL
Web site helps us ensure early childhood development service providers have access to
culturally-relevant and credible information for these children and their families.”

ACCEL is a bilingual Web-based clearinghouse of information resources on early childhood
development (ECD) of First Nations, Inuit and Métis children. It is also a virtual network of
ECD service providers in First Nations, Inuit and Métis communities.

NAHQ’s coordination of the ACCEL Web site has built on the past work and dedication of the
Canadian Child Care Federation (CCCF) and the First Nations Child and Family Caring Society
of Canada (FNCFCS). It was originally launched in 2004.

It is estimated there are more than 1,500 people who work in early childhood development
programs in First Nations, Inuit and Métis communities across Canada. This includes child care
workers, nutritionists, teachers, Elders, and parents.

The ACCEL Web site provides opportunities for ECD service providers in these communities to

access information on promising practices and current research to identify and respond to the
emerging needs of their children and families with timely, culturally-relevant solutions.
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Heidi Langille, Bridging the Gap School Age Program coordinator at the Ottawa Inuit Children’s
Centre, believes ACCEL will help address the lack of culturally-appropriate resources.

“It’s absolutely critical for First Nations, Inuit and Métis kids to experience their own culture at
such a young age,” says Langille. “It’s part of forming their identity. A Web site like ACCEL
will be hugely helpful.”

NAHO predicts a promising year for the ACCEL Web site, filled with new partnership
opportunities and increased capacity for information sharing. The site was recently updated with
many new practical resources for First Nations, Inuit and Métis community members.

Coordination of the site signifies NAHO’s commitment to improving the health and well-being
of First Nations, Inuit and Métis individuals, families, and communities.

Dr. Tremblay went on to say, “It is important for our children to have culturally-appropriate
information so wise decisions can be made and the best opportunities for growth and
development can be provided.”

The National Aboriginal Health Organization is an Aboriginal-designed and -controlled body
that works to influence and advance the health and well-being of Aboriginal Peoples through
knowledge-based strategies.
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