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Irnisuksiinig — Inuit Midwifery Network

Inuit midwifery in Canada: Supporting its restoration through
iInformation-sharing

Catherine Carry
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. l NAHQO’s Five Objectives

1. To improve and promote health through knowledge-
based activities;

2. To promote understanding of health issues affecting
Aboriginal Peoples;

3. To facilitate and promote research and develop
research partnerships;

4. To foster participation of Aboriginal Peoples in the
delivery of health care;

5. To affirm and protect Aboriginal traditional healing
practices.
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The Ajunnginiq Centre areas of focus
correspond to NAHOQO’s Objectives but are specific to
the Inuit population:

Improve and promote Inuit health through knowledge-based
activities;

Promote understanding of the health issues affecting Inuit;
Facilitate and promote research and develop research
partnerships;

Foster participation of Inuit in the delivery of health care;
Affirm and protect Inuit traditional healing practices.
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Project foundations:

Years of privilege
listening to the women
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Project Foundations cont’d

« NAHO’s 2004 paper Midwifery and
Aboriginal Midwifery in Canada

http://www.naho.ca/english/pdf/aboriginal
midwifery.pdf

* NAHO’s Project: Exploring Models for
Quality Maternity Care in First Nations and
Inuit Communities - 2006
http://www.naho.ca/inuit/english/publicatio

ns.php
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Key Discussions

* NAHO hosted the Aboriginal Women and Girls’
Health Roundtable in April 2005
http://www.naho.ca/inuit/english/publications.php

» The Canadian Health Services Research
Foundation hosted a meeting on maternity care in

the North in May 2005
http://www.naho.ca/inuit/midwifery/meeting summaries-e.php
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Irnisuksiiniq — Inuit Midwifery Network Project

Contributing to the long-term goal of:

Inuit providing maternity care services to their communities
with Inuit maternity care workers and Inuit midwives who
combine cultural (traditional) knowledge and practices with
effective, contemporary maternity care models.
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Irnisuksiiniq — Inuit Midwifery Network Project

Goal of this project:

Increase support for and assist in the expansion of the
practice of Inuit midwives and maternity care workers
through information sharing mechanisms.
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Project Partners
* Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami — Health Department;

« Organizations such as Pauktuutit Inuit Women of Canada
that would like the Network to link to any of their Inuit
midwifery/maternity care resource materials, events, etc.;
and,

* Inuit midwives, other practitioners, researchers, writers
and others who may wish to post/publish articles, resource
materials, recollections, etc.
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The Network provides several services:

1. Information E-mails to the Network:
Inuitmidwifery@naho.ca

2. Web site: www.inuitmidwifery.ca -or-
www.naho.ca/inuit/midwifery

3. Information is also faxed upon request.
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Contact Us

The A*unnglmq Centre believes the Irnisuksiiniq - Inuit
ery Network is an ideal way to provide midwives and
maternity care workers in Inuit communities with up-to-date,

Midwi

relevant information on their fields.

Reports, articles, papers, videos, presentations, and websites
will be posted here for use as resources in their daily work.

A more extensive list of resources is listed in the Inuit
Midwifery Bibliography. You can also search for materials

there.

Disclaimer:

This site provides links to articles, reports, research,
presentations, videos and other information pieces prepared by

other authors. The National Aboriginal Health O

(NAHO) is not responsible for 1 -
information offered in these information pieces. All content in
these information pieces represent the views of those authors
reflect the views of NAHO. NAHO does

and does not necessarily C : |
not necessarily endorse the content found in these information

pieces.

php (1 of 2) [4/22/2008 2:35:16 PM)

e accuracy or reliability of the

New resources are always
welcome. If you know of a
useful resource, please
send us the information and

we will post it for others to
read.

Articles

Reports and Research
Presentations

Videos

Midwifery Links

Inuit Traditional and
Cultural Knowledge

Inuit Midwifery Bibliography

Other Materials
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Learn about midwifery at:

¢

PrOj ect activities: www.inuitmidwifery.ca

® »
« Document research o o b amidetty | ®
« Responding to requests (i.e. S 4 ¥,
review of draft Nunavut e Ioiscksinig- It |5
legislation) D | Midiaforg Votuork P
» Development of products to g | oo e i

promote the profession of = _ Qa0 o .
midwifery to Inuit Q/. ,’Q és
» Traditional and cultural N A AR A

knowledge sharing
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' An elder’s knowledge - excerpt

In the DVD, Martha Greig relates an experience with her
grandfather who practiced midwifery:

“About my grandfather: Many people that came to Kuujjuaq used
to go see him. When someone went to see him, he would come and
get me and teach me. He taught me about the position of the baby:
If they were lying too horizontally, or if their feet would be coming
out first, if it looked backwards. He used his hands, because he was
blind; he used his hands as his eyes. He rubbed the belly carefully.
He would turn the baby around. He positioned the head where it
belongs.”
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Next steps include:

* developing ideas for this year’s funding request.

* building the collection and providing
translations are on-going.
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Contact:

Catherine Carry, Senior Program Officer
Ajunnginiq (Inuit) Centre QN o5
National Aboriginal Health Organization
220 Laurier Avenue West, Suite 1200
Ottawa ON K1P 5Z9 Canada

Direct Line: 1-613-760-3515
Toll-free: 1-877-602-4445 ext. 252
Fax: 1-613-237-1810
E-mail: ccarry@naho.ca
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