
Tsi Non:we Ionnakeratstha

(the place they will be born)

Ona:grahstaô
(a Birthing Place)

Six Nations Maternal and Child Centre 



ñTribute to Womanhoodò

Within Iroquoistraditions,womenwerealwaysregardedwith

specialstatusandhonorbecauseof theability to bring forth life

to this earth. In motherhoodterms,sheis anintricatepartin the

CIRCLE OF LIFE, sincesheis thesourcefrom whencea land

is people. The circle has four main cycles; from baby to

adolescent to middle age to elder, she is to bear the

responsibility of upholding the values and traditions from

generationto generation.

The womenareuniquewithin the circle at eachstageof life.

Her well-being is influenced by the spiritual symbol of our

Grandmother,the moon. The circle is symbolizedby a turtle,

é..turtle island. In this world you are to find the four

directions; to know whereyou comefrom, who you are,where

you areandwhereyou aregoing, so that you can be all that

you canbe to completeyour circle of life.



What Is Tsi Non:we 
Ionnakeratstha  Ona:grahstaô ?

ÅTsi Non:we Ionnakeratstha  Ona:grahstaô is a 
Maternal and Child Centre located on the Six Nations 
of the Grand River Reserve in Ontario, Canada.  It is 
staffed with full time Aboriginal Midwives and support 
staff providing a balance of Traditional and 
Contemporary Midwifery Services and Programs. The 
Aboriginal Midwives practice under the Exemption 
Code for Aboriginal Midwives within the Midwifery 
Act, 1991.  The Aboriginal Community, Family and 
specifically the expectant woman is offered a choice
of services that will compliment and support personal 
beliefs and customs.



Vision of Onkwehon:we
Midwifery Care

ÅOnkwehon:we midwifery care acknowledges our 
place within the Creatorôs mind and so accepts 
our responsibilities to our families, our 
communities, those yet to come and ourselves.

ÅOnkwehon:we midwifery care is based on a 
respect for all life and birth as a profound and 
sacred part of life.

ÅOnkwehon:we midwifery care will enable women 
to reclaim control of birth for themselves as the 
center of the circle of life.



Vision of Onkwehon:we
Midwifery Care

ÅOnkwehon:we midwifery will provide 
continuous competent care, which 
respects and empowers the woman 
regardless of her social and cultural 
background.  Each client has the right to 
design her birth plan in consultation with a 
midwife



Vision of Onkwehon:we
Midwifery Care

ÅThrough the integration of cultural ways, 
preventative care, and appropriate use of 
technology, Onkwehon:we midwifery care 
will provide safety, security and protection 
in a caring and nurturing environment



Vision of Onkwehon:we
Midwifery Care

ÅOnkwehon:we midwifery care respects the 
interest of women, families, and 
communities that are best served through 
the coordination of parallel indigenous and 
western knowledge systems in the 
management of pregnancy and birth.



Midwifery Services Provided
ÅComplete Prenatal 

Care

ÅComplete Labour & 
Birth Care - Home & 
Centre Births

ÅComplete Post-
partum Care (at 
home & later at the 
Centre)

ÅWomen Health 
Issues

ÅTraditional Family 
Teachings

ÅWell Baby Issues

ÅBreastfeeding Support

ÅPap Tests

ÅInfertility Information 
& Support

ÅPregnancy Tests

ÅTraditional Medicine

ÅEducational and 
Emotional Support

ÅAnnual Birth 
Celebration


