
Native Access Program to 
Nursing and Medicine 

(NAPN/M)

EDUCATION IS OUR NEW BUFFALO

Sihtoskatowin (supporting one another)



Long Term Vision

Increasing the number of 
Aboriginal Peoples in the 

healing careers 

Working towards balanced, 
healthy, Aboriginal 

communities

NAPN/M Wall Quilt



Mission Statement

ÅSuccess and Excellence for 
Aboriginal Health Science 
Students

ÅTo recruit and retain 

Aboriginal students in the 

Bachelor of Nursing Program 

& the MD Program in the 

College of Medicine 

ÅReferrals to other programs, 

ñsuccessful attritionò



Background

Å 1985-1997
ï National focus 

ï 12 week pre-nursing program

ï 196 students

Å 1998 ïPresent
ï Support and retention service for Aboriginal students 

interested and/or enrolled in the following programs: NEPS, 
Post-RN, LPN, Second Degree Option Program, MN Program 
and Medicine

Å Current funding sources: 
ï First Nations Inuit Health Branch 

ï AHHRI  

ï U of S (College of Nursing, College of Medicine) 

ï SaskLearning ïAdvanced Ed & Employment



Saskatchewan Demographics

ÅSaskatchewanôs Aboriginal 
population is 15% (141,870) and  
is projected to be 20% by 2015

ÅSaskatoon and Regina 
demographics are 9% Aboriginal 
and 33% in Prince Albert 

Å50% of Aboriginal people 
currently live off-reserve

ÅBy 2016 45% of children entering 
kindergarten will be First 
Nations/Métis

Å6% of Aboriginal people obtain a 
University Degree compared to 
15% of non-Aboriginals



U of S Aboriginal Demographics

Å1800/18,000 (or 10%) registered students at the UofS 
self-identified as Aboriginal (this does not include 
part-time student participants)

ÅClustered in Law, 

Nursing, Education, 

Arts & Science

ÅA number of programs 

target Aboriginal student

recruitment and retention



Current Statistics ïNursing

2009/10
Å Current Enrollment
ï 220+ Aboriginal students

ï 42 Regina

ï 82 Saskatoon

ï 104 Prince Albert

ÅEquity Seats
ïSaskatoon and Regina

Å32 each site (mainstream avail.)

ïPrince Albert 
Å40 seats

2007/08 & 2008/09
Å 70+ Aboriginal NEPS graduates

Kawacatoose First Nation



Nursing Graduates
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Current Statistics - Medicine

Å20 Aboriginal students studying in the MD Program
ïYear One ï5  Year Two ï7

ïYear Three ï5  Year Four - 3

Å14 Aboriginal MD Graduates since 1993

Å3 Aboriginal grads prior to 1993

College of Medicine Aboriginal student gathering September 2007


