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ÅHow can research proceed responsibly 
against a backdrop of colonialism and 
inequity? 

ÅWhat is the role of community 
involvement in research? 

ÅWhere does the paradigm of 
individual informed consent break 
down and why? 

ÅWhat are the limitations of benefit -
sharing as a model for ethical 
research with communities?
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The outer ring of the graphic is inspired by the

traditional native medicine wheel, with the 4 colors

representing the focus on the spiritual, mental,

emotional, and physical health. The eagle, a

traditional symbol of protection, is combined with the

scales, a symbol representative of justice and ethics, to

form a caduceus ïa modern representation of

Western medicine. Lines drawn from the edge of the

outer ring toward the center in the fashion of a

dreamcatcher form an inukshuk. 

The interconnectedness of the design illustrates

Labrador Innu, Inuit, and Metis people working

together. As a whole the graphic symbolizes the dream

of combining traditional and modern medicine, while

focusing on the importance of health research ethics
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Background

Political backdrop of Canadian 

representation and history of 

research óonô aboriginal 

peoples 

+

National guidelines & 

provincial legislation

=

Explicit tension of research 

ethics goals
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Background: Issue

ÅPolitical Backdrop

ïAssimilation

ïResistance

ÅHistory of research óonô aboriginal 
peoples

ïAssimilation

ïResistance
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Background: Issue

ÅCanadian Institutes of Health 
Research Guidelines for Research 
Involving Aboriginal Peoples 
(2007)

ÅProvincial Health Research Ethics 
Authority 

ÅDraft 2 nd edition of TCPS (2009)
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Background: Context

ñCommunity Health Research in 
Labrador: Listening, Learning and 
Working Togetherò  

Labrador

-Nunatsiavut Government Department 
of Health and Social Development

-Sheshashui Innu Health Commission

-Mushuau Innu Health Commission

-Labrador Metis Nation
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Labrador Innu, Inuit, and Metis Communities
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Concentric Circles of Belonging
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Method

Participation: 

to have  a part of or share in something

Action: 

the bringing about of an alteration

...using research as a tool

Theoretical Assumptions

ÁReality is situated (Berger & Luckmann, 1966)

ÁResearchers cannot acquire the depth 
of understanding the ócommunityô 

already has through living (Elden & Chisholm, 

1993)
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Results

Research imposition
ÁAssimilation, exploitation, exoticism

ñQuite often, when you get involved in

research, youôre influenced by numbers

and statistics and exotic backgrounds of

people and things like that.ò

ñdonôt they know everything there is to

know about us by now?ò
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Results

ñ[There were] researchers coming through the

hospital and cutting peopleôs hair and blood

samples and going up the coast and doing the

same thing, and nobody is really sure what

theyôre doing or why theyôre doing it and, you

know, hiring guides to take them to [a

community] and stuff like that by boat, and

they really have no idea of what the purpose of

their study was.  You know, brought them for

a boil-up and all of this stuff.  They never did

speak about the study.  They justé you know,

enjoyed the Labrador experience and took

what they needed and left.ò
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Results

Authentic research
ÁConsent

ñIt canôt be a broad consent that then gives the

person carte blanche to do whatever they want

with that research.ò

ñthe consent cannot be so stringent as to

inhibit a researcher from writing a journal

articleò
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Results

Authentic research
ÁOwnership, control, access

ñin the last few years that people

[in Labrador] are recognizing how

much of a benefit that might be to

communities é to be involved é

and to decide on what kind of

research is happening in their

community.ò 
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